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ABSTRACT 

There is a widespread, firm belief among Native American 
communities (American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians) and among 
professional Native educators that meaningful educational experiences require 
an appropriate language and cultural context. From their perspective, such 
context supports the traditions, knowledge, and language (s) of the community 
as a starting place for learning new knowledge. This review collects, reports 
on, and critically analyzes the research literature to determine whether a 
culturally based education (CBE) curriculum improves the school performance 
of American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian students. Introductory 
sections discuss events of the past three decades supporting development of 
CBE, three theories underlying CBE interventions, an operational definition 
of the elements of CBE, definitions of experimental and quasi-experimental 
research, and the difficulties in conducting such research. The review found 
only four studies that could legitimately be classified as experimental or 
quasi-experimental. Because of these limited numbers, a small number of non- 
experimental comparative studies were added. Only one research project was 
found that provides insights on how researchers might show a direct’ . 
connection between CBE and improved academic performance. Recommendations are 
presented for improving the research base on CBE for Native Americans. Data 
tables summarize the studies examined. Appendices describe the resources used 
in the literature search and present a lengthy annotated bibliography. 
(Contains 41 references.) (SV) 
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Preface and Acknowledgments 



This review of the research literature on the influences of culturally based education 
(CBE) on the academic performance of Native American students focuses on the 
quantitative and select qualitative research identified through a number of sources, 
including: 1) the ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small Schools 
(ERIC/CRESS); 2) Digital Dissertations, DIALOG, ProQuest, and Info&Leaming; 3) a 
variety of other resources and select individuals (e.g., Center for Applied Linguistics; 
Center for Research on Education, Diversity, and Excellence (CREDE); the effective 
schooling research from the Northwest Regional Education Laboratory (NWREL); 
Cambridge Scientific Abstracts; 4) Anthropological Abstracts, Psychological Abstracts, 
Social Sciences Index, Sociological Abstracts; and 5) reports on bilingual programs that 
include non-Native students. 1 

Special thanks must go to Patricia Cahape Hammer of ERIC/CRESS for her personal 
attention to ensure that a wide variety of sources were covered in the search. In addition, 
special thanks to Western Washington University students Renee Barut and Kelly Smith 
for their work in tracking down and accessing articles selected to be used in this study. 
Kelly must also be recognized for the excellent work she did in reviewing and reporting 
information on the different reports on bilingual education included in this document. 
Recognition must also be expressed for the significant support given by Roland Tharp in 
reviewing the document and providing a detailed description of the methodology, 
expectations, and results of the KEEP study conducted under his direction. 

This review of the literature uses footnotes at the bottom of each page. The citations are a 
combination of reports of research on Native American, as well as non-Indian or other 
groups and a number of secondary sources such as literature reviews. A separate 
bibliography is included at the end of this document. Appendix II includes an updated 
annotated bibliography originally published in ERIC (Demmert, 2001), and expanded for 
a RAND Study (Demmert & Towner, 2002). 

The availability of quantitative research literature on culturally based education programs 
for Native American children is severely limited. Possible experimental or quasi- 
experimental research models appropriate for a national quasi-experimental and/or 
experimental study of Native education are also in short supply. In spite of these 
shortcomings, this report does provide suggestions, with the addition of a select number 
of qualitative studies, on what might be possible, what would be necessary, and what 
might not be appropriate to use in a search for research models appropriate for a national 
study of Native education. 
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See Appendix I for a complete listing of descriptors and search sources used. 
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Foreword 



A partnership has been formed to work on this project that includes the Northwest 
Regional Educational Laboratory, a leading institution in the field of school reform and 
the effective schooling movement; the Center for Research on Education, Diversity, and 
Excellence, with Roland Tharp as the director, and member researchers and institutions 
that excel in their individual fields; and David Grissmer, from the RAND Corporation, 
recognized for excellent work in educational research and in other fields. 

In addition to partnering with well-established research institutions, the coalition includes 
Native American organizations as well as Native professionals and non-Native 
professionals who have extensive experience in working with Native people. The 
National Congress of American Indians, the National Indian Education Association, and 
the National Indian School Boards Association are all partners in this endeavor. Their 
collective support and cooperation are critical if a national study of Indian education is to 
be planned and implemented. Individual researchers who are members of this coalition 
include Professor David Beaulieu, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Professor John 
Tippeconnic, Pennsylvania State University; Joseph Trimble, Professor, Western 
Washington University; Professor Karen Swisher, President of Haskell Indian Nations 
University; Professor Rick St. Germaine, University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire; Professor 
Gerald Mohatt, University of Alaska, Fairbanks; and William Demmert, Professor of 
Education, Western Washington University. 

An internal review panel will monitor the information, progress, and process used in 
developing this report. This group includes Joseph Trimble, Ph.D., Western Washington 
University; Karen Swisher, Ph.D., Haskell Indian Nations University; and John 
Tippeconnic, Pennsylvania State University. 

An external review committee to monitor progress and quality includes Diane August, 
Center for Applied Linguistics; David Grissmer, RAND Corporation; and Lee Sechrest, 
University of Arizona. 
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